
SATURDAY JULY 6 2019
8.30 Registration & Trade Displays Open

10.00 - 11.00 Opening Session - Cole Theatre

11.00 - 12.00
Under 3 Speaker

Keynote: Alyssa Conklin-Moore - Cole Theatre
The Origins of Resilience, Resourcefulness and Reciprocity in Children Under Three 
It’s true.  Everything that makes us who we are today, from our internal sense of well-being, wealth of expression, social inclinations, moral compass and 
work ethic is established in infancy.  This keynote illuminates how some of our most adaptive characteristics manifest from the very beginning and how we 
can help to spark healthy patterns of development.   
“In the first three years of life, the foundations of physical and also of psychic health are laid.  In these years, the child not only increases in size but passes 
through great transformations.  This is the age in which language and movement develop.  The child must be safeguarded in order that these activities may 
develop freely.”  
 - Maria Montessori 

12.00 - 1.00 Lunch and Trade Displays - Banquet/Horizons Rooms

Rooms: Exhibition Room Cole Theatre Conference 2&3

1.00 - 2.30
Workshop 1

0-3 Years
Alyssa Conklin-Moore
What We Owe the Children We Serve: 
Transforming Ourselves Into the Guides 
Young Children Deserve 
As we seek to continually ready and renew 
ourselves to approach the child with fresh eyes, 
how can we strengthen our understanding, 
proficiently alleviate obstacles, and respectfully 
enable the child’s optimal self-construction? Let’s 
delve into how we can ready ourselves to be fully 
present and prepared for the critical role we play. 

3-6 Years
Amy Kirkham
Resilience in Children
This workshop will look at how we can support the 
human tendencies of repetition, concentration 
and work/activity.  We will explore how being 
friendly with error also supports perseverance and 
motivation. 
* This series of 3 to 6 workshops builds over 
the 2 days to show how resilience leads to 
resourcefulness which in turn leads us to 
reciprocity.   

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Make an Impression! The Geography Charts 
(PT 1)
What is Impressionism in education? 
Impressionism emphasizes imagination and 
metaphor. It is suggestive rather than directive, 
implicit rather explicit. The Impressionistic 
Approach is emphasized in the area called 
Impressionistic Geography. In this double 
workshop Michael will show and discuss the sixty 
Impressionistic Geography charts. We will discuss 
their purposes, presentation, goals, experiments, 
and further classroom research. You will learn 
where, when and how to use these charts, and 
leave with a new confidence in their use and 
appreciation of their value. 

2.30 - 3.00 Afternoon Tea and Trade Displays - Banquet/Horizons Rooms

3.00 - 4.30
Workshop 2

0-3 Years
Alyssa Conklin-Moore
Honouring the Indoor and Outdoor 
Environment as Spaces of Exploration and 
Belonging
How can we best utilise the physical environment 
to foster the child’s growing sense of self as a 
capable being?  As we aim to actively promote 
discovery and connection, this session is all about 
sharing ideas and solutions for evolving fluid 
spaces that meet the child’s fundamental needs. 
Since children long to be contributing members to 
our community life, we can support their ability to 
readily engage in our indoor spaces and outdoor 
environments.  

3-6  Years
Amy Kirkham
Resilience in Adults
How do you remain resilient in the face of 
differences?  Come along to discuss strategies of 
how to work with team members who may be on a 
“different page”; how to let go, create balance and 
find your ability to persevere and remain motivated 
in your work with the children. 

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Make an Impression! The Geography Charts 
(PT 2)

4.45 - 6.15 Annual General Meeting

6.30 - 8.30 Welcome Function - Banquet/Horizons Rooms
Join us for canapes and a drink

PLATINUM SPONSOR

Hygiene House is a New Zealand owned and operated business supporting the education industry with specialist products and 
knowledge gained from over 20 years’ experience.

We operate nationwide and offer fast and friendly service.

We can assist to ensure you meet MOH guidelines in an efficient and cost-effective manner, whether it is re licensing an existing 
childcare centre, opening a new centre, or upgrading a school, we are here to help.

Hygiene House are proud to be your 2019 Platinum Sponsor and look forward to meeting you at the conference.



SUNDAY JULY 7 2019
7.30 Registration & Trade Displays Open

8.00 - 8.45
3-6 speaker

Keynote: Amy Kirkham - Cole Theatre
Building resilience, resourcefulness and reciprocity for a peaceful world 
If we look at some definitions of resilience, resourcefulness and reciprocity we see ideas around the ability and willingness to work through difficulties; to 
choose and use resources wisely; and know when to learn by yourself or with others.  Do we need to build these skills or does the child come with them? 
Should we in fact be including another “R”?  Should we be focusing on building and supporting the ability to reflect, which then allows everything else to 
flourish? 

Rooms: Exhibition Room Promenade Cole Theatre Conference 2&3
9.00 - 10.30
Workshop  3

0-3 Years
Alyssa Conklin-Moore
The Art of Observation: Crafting 
Mindful Responses to our 
Scientific Revelations 
The goal of observation is to discover 
the child’s interests, needs, and 
abilities to then modify the child’s 
environment accordingly.  When we 
observe the young child with humility 
we can begin to see our way forward.  
Slowing down to really witness each 
child in action can spontaneously 
deepen our reverence and enhance 
our responsiveness.   

All ages 
Anaru Kapa
Strengthening Biculturalism in 
Montessori (PT 1) 
This workshop will look at how we 
can support the human tendencies of 
repetition, concentration and work/
activity.  We will explore how being 
friendly with error also supports 
perseverance and motivation. 
* This series of 3 to 6 workshops 
builds over the 2 days to show how 
resilience leads to resourcefulness 
which in turn leads us to reciprocity.  

3-6 Years
Amy Kirkham
Resourcefulness in Children 
The children are full of curiosity and 
when given the opportunity can 
problem solve, make many creative 
connections and apply their learning 
in new ways.  Come to see how you 
can extend on the child’s learning and 
create the optimal conditions for the 
child to truly be resourceful. 

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Think about it: Higher Order Thinking 
Skills (PT 1) 
An essential part of developing 
dynamic lessons is the incorporation 
of Higher Order Thinking Skills 
(HOTS). At the same time, developing 
HOTS elements in lessons can be 
challenging and often quite difficult. 
In this double session, Michael will 
explain HOTS, what it means and 
why it is important. Then together, 
we will write HOT questions and hold 
a demonstration HOT discussion.  
Return to your class with an ability to 
regularly incorporate thinking into all 
of your lessons. 

10.30 - 11.00 Morning Tea and Trade Displays - Banquet/Horizons Rooms

11.00 - 12.30
Workshop 4

0-3 Years
Alyssa Conklin-Moore
Creating an All-Day Toddler 
Community Where We All Can 
Thrive: Strategies for Meeting 
the Multifaceted Needs of 
Participating Children, Staff and 
Families 
Many of today’s young children are 
being welcomed into Montessori 
environments for extended hours.  
Building upon what has been 
shared in our first three sessions, 
this workshop gets to the heart 
of designing a model for care that 
addresses the varied needs that 
arise when toddlers live the bulk of 
their day at school.  How to attend 
to the heartfelt and logistical needs 
of faculty and parents will also be 
discussed.  

All ages 
Anaru Kapa
Strengthening Biculturalism in 
Montessori (PT 2) 
The why, what and how to deliver a 
lesson in a Maori & Montessori way 
using (i) existing Montessori materials 
and lessons and (ii) in the natural 
environment using the layered 
learning model. There will be an 
example of each and then they will be 
asked to practice the examples and/ 
or develop their own for both (i) & (ii). 

3-6  Years
Amy Kirkham
Resourcefulness in Adults 
Are you ready to “think outside 
the square”?  Are you ready to turn 
things upside down and inside out, 
to explore work that can be taken 
outside?  Working in the Children’s 
House is so much more than just an 
initial presentation. 

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Think about it: Higher Order 
Thinking Skills (PT 2)

12.30 - 1.30 Lunch and Trade Displays - Banquet/Horizons Rooms

1.30 - 3.00
Workshop 5

0-3 Years
Alyssa Conklin-Moore
Offering Limits That Are Concise, 
Consistent and Clear 
One of the important lifelines that 
we can offer to the young child 
involves our ability to meaningfully 
set boundaries.  When this has 
been well-achieved, the child is 
able to comfortably anchor into the 
boundaries we have created and 
navigate from the reliability of these 
routines.  This workshop gives us the 
opportunity to really dissect the kinds 
of messages we send and enhance 
the clarity and effectiveness behind 
these words and actions.  Giving 
deliberate attention to the ways in 
which we construct these critical 
frameworks supports the child’s 
sense of understanding, ease of 
learning and freedom to participate 
fully. 

Anna Renton-Green
Teaching for Neurodiversity: 
Busting the Fear around Dyslexia 
and other Learning Differences 
(PT 1) 
Supporting children with learning 
differences is a matter of specialised, 
specific, targeted instruction. It is 
the role of specialists and is too often 
left to classroom teachers with no 
specialist training to manage alone. 
Neurodiversity is a term coined in the 
1990s by an American autism activist. 
It seeks to move away from the 
prevalent idea that conditions such as 
autism need ‘curing’; instead we need 
to see the unique brain chemistry 
of people with autism (and other 
learning differences) as neurodiverse, 
that is, an important part of human 
diversity.  

3-6  Years
Amy Kirkham
 Reciprocity in Children 
In order to be able to reciprocate 
we need a strong community, 
collaboration and social cohesion.  
Come to explore how the child is 
supported in the development of 
their will leading to self-discipline and 
normalisation which in turn leads to 
the desire to reciprocate. 

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Mental Insects (PT 1) 
Join Michael in a review of the mental 
insects, sometimes creatively named 
by the children. These ten plates and 
their insects can be magical as well as 
being a “High Yield” material. What are 
they for? How and when should they 
be used? Why are they so important 
to both the Children’s House and the 
Lower Elementary? How do they fit 
in the elementary class? Do they fit 
in other areas other than language? 
You will leave this workshop with 
new ideas and plans for expanding 
your creative uses for the “Mental 
Insects!” 

3.00 - 3.30 Afternoon Tea and Trade Displays - Banquet/Horizons Rooms
3.30 - 5.00
Workshop 6

0-3 Years
Alyssa Conklin-Moore
Connecting the Dots: Aligning 
Our Daily Practice with Current 
Research and the Essentials of 
Montessori Theory 
As we wrap up our shared time 
together, we have an opportunity to 
genuinely integrate who we are with 
what we do while sharing some of our 
most meaningful “A-HA” moments 
from what we have collectively 
explored.  Highlights of current 
research will be woven into this final 
session as we shape a handful of 
personal goals to carry back home 
with us.

Strategic Planning
Come along and help MANZ decide its 
strategic direction for the next five 
years. 

3-6  Years
Amy Kirkham
Reciprocity in Adults 
Come along and help MANZ decide its 
strategic direction for the next five 
years. Reciprocity in Adults 
How do you contribute to the 
community?  Who is your community 
and what are the different roles 
within it? As we come towards the 
end of the conference and this year’s 
theme, let’s brainstorm together how 
we can support not just ourselves but 
others as we continue our journey 
together and work as advocates for 
the child. 

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Mental Insects (PT 2) 



MONDAY JULY 8 2019 
8.00 Registration & Trade Displays Open

8.30 - 9.30
6+ speaker 

Keynote: Michael Dorer - Exhibition Room
The Boundless World of imagination 
Imagination, fantasy, and creativity are some of the most hotly debated topics in Montessori education. What is the real role of imagination in Montessori? 
Should our emphasis be on real things or imagination? What about fantasy or creativity? Where do they fit? Or don’t they? In this lively presentation Michael 
will discuss the meaning and purposes of imagination and how it fits in Montessori programs of each level.  

Rooms: Conference 2&3 Exhibition Room 

9.30 - 11.00
Workshop 7

0-6 Developing Leadership 
Michela Homer
Leading with Emotional Intelligence (PT 1)
Leadership has many layers of complexity and as neuroscience has 
developed, we’re begun to understand that being an effective leader is not 
solely dependent on IQ, but also relies on a leader having high emotional 
intelligence. The good news is that emotional intelligence can be taught 
and being self-aware is the first step to becoming a more effective leader. 
This workshop will be an interactive one where participants will have the 
opportunity to look at the indicators of emotional intelligence and then look 
at how they can develop this in themselves so that they can be effective 
leaders.  Participants will also look at why it’s important to be a resonant 
leader and how this requires them to start by ensuring that they are 
maintaining their own well-being. 

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Get in Focus! (PT 1) 
What are Focus Groups and How do you use them? Find out how to expand 
the interest-based component of your elementary classes, while keeping 
essential curriculum. Michael will discuss the Focus Group strategy and 
show how to implement it. We’ll form our own focus groups right during this 
workshop! You will be ready to immediately implement this vital strategy in 
your school. 

11.00 - 11.30 Morning Tea and Trade Displays - Banquet/Horizons Rooms

11.30 - 1.00
Workshop 8

0-6 Developing Leadership 
Michela Homer
Leading with Emotional Intelligence (PT 2)

6+ Years 
Michael Dorer
Get in Focus! (PT 2) 

1.00 - 1.30 Closing - Exhibition Room

Post-Closing PRIMARY KAIAKO 
After conference completes Michael Dorer is very happy to meet with primary teachers for A Round Table for Questions  

EXHIBITORS

Rainbow Reading &  
Lioncrest Education


